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country of the blind. It is not true that the man
with sight becomes king; it is never true except
with many qualifications. Let us examine the
matter. With fine insight, Wells begins with the
fact that the blind will not believe what the man
with eyes says, and the truth he tells them makes
them hate him. He represents to us that Nunez,,
his hero, gets into conflict with the blind people,
which, of course, is true, and at last, in order to
get food, he has to submit to them, and they make
him a servant. Here my agreement with Wells
comes to an end.

He represents Nunez; as isolated in a hostile
world; no one believes in him, no one credits the
fact of his vision; even the girl he loves begs him
to submit to an operation, and be blinded in or'
der to become like an ordinary person. Rather
than consent to this, he leaves her, and climbs up
out of the shut-in valley, and turns his back for-
ever on the country of the blind.

Now all this, it seems to me, is false, and a libel
on humanity of the worst. Wells has fallen into a
half truth lower than the proverb he seeks to dis'
prove; lower because more hopeless and more un-
true. The truth is that in the country of the blind
the one-eyed man is king; but not the man with
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